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as the midland counties only can produce. The fallow
deer trooped among its ferny solitudes and gigantic oaks ;
but beyond the waters of the broad and winding lake the
scene became more savage, and the eye caught Jbhe dark
form of the red deer on some jutting mount, shrinking
with scorn from communion with his gentler brethren.

CHAPTER II.

LOTHAIR was the little boy whom the Duchess remembered.
He was a posthumous child, and soon lost a devoted mother.
His only relation was one of his two guardians, a ScotcJh
noble, a Presbyterian and a Whig. This uncle was a
widower with some children, but they were girls, and,
though Lothair was attached to them, too young to be his
companions. Their father was a keen, hard man, honour-
able and just, but with no softness of heart or manner.
He guarded with precise knowledge and with unceasing
vigilance Lothair's vast inheritance, which was in many
counties and in more than one kingdom; but he educated
him in a Highland home, and when he had reached boy-
hood thought fit to send him to the High School of Edin-
burgh. Lothair passed a monotonous if not a dull life ;
but he found occasional solace in the scenes of a wild and
beautiful nature, and delight in all the sports of the field
and forest, in which he was early initiated and completely
indulged. Although an Englishman, he was fifteen before
he revisited his country, and then his glimpses of England
were brief, and to him scarcely satisfactory. He was
hurried sometimes to vast domains, which he heard were
his own; and sometimes whisked to the huge metropolis,
where he was shown St. Paul's and the British Museum.
These visits left a vague impression of bustle